
òDishing Up a Fundraiseró Dinner
John Ash and Mark Meddaugh, producers and hosts of Channel 

14õs òLa Cuisine du Garageó will be hosting a fundraiser dinner on 
Friday, June 4th from 

6-9 p.m. in Channel 
14õs new studio at 

7210 W. Greenfield 
Ave. Dinner and 

entertainment will be 
served up by the òLa 

Cuisine du Garageó 
Chefs, John and Mark.  
Dinner will be served 

at 7 p.m.  Tickets are $25.  
All proceeds go to support the 
West Allis Community Media 

Center. For tickets and info, 
please stop by or call WACMC 

at (414) 321-1121. ÷

Spring WACMC Producers United Meeting
The West Allis Community Media Center will hold the next 
òProducers Unitedó meeting on Thursday, May 20th at 8 p.m. in 
Channel 14õs new studio.  Join other WACMC producers as they 
gear up for the busy summer schedule, share programming ideas, 
and learn more about upcoming WACMC events.  Attendence by 
all WACMC members is encouraged. ÷  

Watch Channel 14 for Upcoming Events
Stay tuned to Channel 14 for upcoming local events such as the 
West Allis Charities Western Days Parade, WA/WM Fourth of July 
Parade, and the 2004 Wisconsin State Fair. Or better yet, get in 
on the action and become a member of the WACMC, and join 
other WACMC producers in videotaping local events.  We offer 
regular video training workshops to members of the community 
like yourself.÷

Ross Baker, òThe Artistó
Ross Baker, West Allis Hale graduate and 
Computer Programming student at MATC, has 
served as a spring intern for the WACMC. His first 
assignment was to design unique opening graphic 
segments for various groups sponsoring candidate 
forums on Channel 14.  His final project he will 
be designing a virtual tour of the WACMC for our 
web site.   Its been great having him and we wish him the best.÷

Are you looking for something 
constructive for your teenager to do 
this summer?  How about learning 
how to create their own television 
program?

The West Allis Community Media 
Center will hold a Summer Youth 
Media Camp in June of 2004.  Led by 
WA/WM Middle School teacher Linda 
Wamboldt and WACMC Production 
Facilitator Craig Mueller, this yearõs 
Media Camp will focus on projects 
regarding issues facing todayõs teens 
including: peer pressure & bullying, 
drugs and alcohol, and healthy eating 
vs. contemporary media influences.  

The Summer Youth Media Camp 
2004 is open to all West Allis/West 
Milwaukee youth between 12 and 17 
years old. The camp will take place 
weekdays from June 14th to June 23rd. 
Classes will be held daily Monday 
through Friday, June 14th though the 
18th, from 11am ð2pm, and Monday 
through Wednesday, June 21st through 
the 23rd, from 3pm to 6pm.  Students 
will learn how to use both portable 
and studio television equipment.  All 
programs produced during the Youth 
Media Camp 2004 will air on Cable 
Channel 14 in West Allis. 

Registration is open to the first 12 kids 
to sign up.  The cost is $50.  
For more information, contact Mary 
or Craig at (414) 321-1121. ÷
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Youth
Summer

Media Camp
June 14th - June 23rd

Ross Baker

Bessoff
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Mission Statement:
The mission of the West Allis 
Community Media Center is 
to be an educator, facilitator 

and catalyst for the 
exchange of ideas and 

information.

The Corporation provides 
access to communications 
technology, empowering 

individuals and 
organizations  to work 

together in strengthening 
our sense of community.

West Allis
Community 

Media Center

Channel 14 - West
Alli
s

By Matthew Perta

One message resounded 
throughout the 22nd annual 
membership meeting held at the 
WACMCõs new Greenfield Avenue 
studio on March 10: Despite the 
challenges of searching for a new 
home and setting up shop at 
another site, community access TV 
in West Allis continued to evolve as 
a viable resource in 2003.

Calling 2003 an òinteresting 
and challengingó year, WACMC 
executive director Mary Shanahan-
Spanic expressed her pride for the 
operation and acknowledged the 
board of directors for its hard work 
in searching for and ultimately 
locating a new facility.

The move from the Franklin Field 
House, the WACMCõs home for 
six years, to the new location at 
7210 W. Greenfield Ave., had little 
negative impact on production.  
Producers kept right on cranking 
out shows ð 177 in all.  

Shanahan-Spanic called the new 
studio a òhappy madhouse,ó then 
introduced a video retrospective 
that demonstrated the diversity 
of programming produced in 
2003.  WACMC staff member 
Craig Mueller produced the video 
retrospective, with graphics created 
by WACMC intern Ross Baker.

The business portion of the meeting 
got underway with Jerry Musial, 
cable coordinator for the City of 

West Allis.  Representing Mayor 
Jeannette Bell, Musial conveyed the 
mayorõs best wishes to the WACMC 
in its new home.  He then credited 
the board, staff and volunteers for 
bringing vitality to Channel 14, and 
pledged that the òCity of West Allis 
will do everything possible to foster 
growth as we work on a franchise 
agreement with Time Warner.ó  His 
pledge was greeted with hearty 
applause.

Vice President Colleen Baker 
introduced the slate of board 
members up for reelection.  Jane 
Kolinski, Tim Meyers and Tom 
Rebstock were reelected by the 
membership to two-year board 
terms.

After Rita Kohls, treasurer and 
chair of the governance committee 
announced various changes to 
the by-laws, Baker acknowledged 
retiring board member and 
president Linda Dobrowski for 
seven years of service to WACMC.  
During that time, Dobrowski was 
a PR committee member, vice 
president and president.  She was 
also instrumental in acquiring a title 
sponsorship from Tri-City National 
Bank for the òLive TV Auction.õ  
Her biggest challenge, however, 
was spearheading the search for 
a new home and joining forces 
with the City of West Allis and 
the West Allis Downtown Business 
Improvement District leading to the 
eventual move to downtown West 
Allis.  Baker presented Dobrowski 
with a framed photograph of the 
WACMCõs new home.

In her farewell address, Dobrowski 
compared the WACMC to a 
large jigsaw puzzle.  Out of a 
manila envelope she pulled out 
several enlarged puzzle pieces 
she had labeled, òvolunteers,ó 
òviewers,ó òboard,ó òsponsorship,ó 
òprogrammers,ó òCity of West 
Allis,ó òcommittee memberó and 
òemployee.ó  She then distributed 
the pieces to various audience 

WACMC Salutes 
òInteresting & 
Challengingó Year 
At 22nd Annual 
Membership 
Meeting
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members and asked them to join her 
at the podium.  Fighting back tears, 
Dobrowski said, òall together, this is 
the C-M-C.ó

Craig Mueller and Jeremy Bessoff, 
WACMC employees, presented the 
volunteer awards to producers.  
Receiving a gold star mounted on a 
wooden base were Satish Verma as 
òMost Promising New Produceró; 
Michelle Kasar, Rollie Krieger, Jodi 
Lane, Jerry Brooks and Rob Carnaco 
as òCrew Members of the Yearó; and 
Sharon Rhode (òViewers Voiceó); 
Whistleblower Currier (òEyes on 
Issuesó and òThe Bob Braun Showó) 
and Mary Roso-Moehr (òItõs Time to 
Cookó) for òMost Shows Produced.ó

Shanahan-Spanic presented the 
prestigious Community Vision Award 
to the WACMCõs new landlord, 
Ed Whistl, and the media centerõs 
previous landlord and educational 
partner since 1993, the West Allis/
West Milwaukee School District. 
Shanahan-Spanic called Whistl a òrisk 
takeró and a òcooperative landlord.ó  
In her presentation to the school 
district, she recalled such initiatives 
as West Allis Technology Day, video 
clubs and countless other projects 
benefiting both students and teachers 
alike.  She added that the WACMC 
owes a debt of gratitude to the 
district for allowing the media center 
to remain at the Franklin Field House 
longer than originally agreed upon 
due to delays in construction of the 
new studio.

The Community Vision Award 
is presented to an individual or 
organization for demonstrating 
outstanding initiative and leadership 
in community television.  The 
inscription on the plaque to both 
honorees read, òThe universe will 
reward you for taking risks on its 
behalf.ó  Whistl was present to accept 
his award; school board member 
Peggy Miller accepted the honor for 
the school district.

Dobrowski closed the meeting by 

encouraging the membership to 
òkeep it growingó and òkeep it 
strong.ó  Her final remarks as board 
president were followed by a 
video saluting the WACMCõs new 
Greenfield Avenue neighborhood, 
set to òDowntownó by Petula Clark.  
Guests were then treated to a make-
your-own-sundae bar organized by 
West Allis resident Barb Barthel. ÷

Letter from the 
President . . .
Itõs spring once again.  A time of 
new beginnings ... My name is Tim 
Meyers, the new President of the 
West Allis Community Media Center.  
Although I am a relative new comer 
to the CMC, I plan to build on our 
past achievements and make the 
CMC even better.  

Weõve finally moved into our new 
facility and are getting settled back 
into the rhythm of things.  Along 
with the new facility come new 
responsibilities. Because we are no 
longer working under the partnership 
we had with the WA/WM School 
District we need to find new and 
creative ways to generate revenue.I 
look forward to working with all of 
you in the coming year.  Together we 
can make Channel 14 more successful 
than ever before. ÷     

New Board President
Tim Meyers

Production class after 
their first studio show 

April, 2004

Congratulations to former 
WACMC Board President 
Linda Dobrowski for being 

elected 4th district 
Alderperson.
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Grand Opening                                          Nov. 6, 2003

Business After 5                                      April 7, 2004

Annual Meeting                                 March 10, 2004

1 2 3 4

8765

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

1) Mayor Bell cuts the ribbon at our grand opening.  2) The WACMC board welcomes everyone to the new building.  
3) Mayor Bell offers a heartfelt congratulations to the WACMC along with Pam Zorko and Peter Agnos.  4) What 
would the evening have been like without the wine bar courtesy of Rupenaõs?  5) WACMC members Matthew 
Perta, Rosemary Carpenter, Janet Omick and Dave Weid chatting it up in Channel 14õs new studio. 6) Ed and Penny 
Wistl posing with WACMC Executive Director, Mary Shanahan-Spanic.  7) W.A. Chamber of Commerce Queen Alisa 
Chojnacki watches as Rollie Krieger operates a studio camera.  8) Colleen Baker and Tim Meyers listening to the 
speakers.  9) Linda Dobrowski connecting the proverbial puzzle pieces of the WACMC.  10) Linda OõHara, Dave Wied 
and Judi Bruni listen intently to the presentation.  11) A shocked Satish Verma recieves the prestegious òMost Promising 
Prodceró award presented by Craig Mueller.  12) Bill òWhistle Bloweró Currier of òEyes On Issuesó fame receives the 
òMost Shows Producedó award as Craig and Jeremy Bessoff smile supportively.  13) WACMC board members Tom 
Rebstock and Tim Meyers trade business card bingo information.  14) John Kirylo, Bonnie Clemence, Pam Zorko 
and Mary Morris show off their attractive new lawn ornaments.  15) Jim Mejchar and Ms. Western Days 2003 Katie 
Crouch draw the winner of the cooler full of booze raffle.  16) Craig Mueller anxiously awaits the next bingo name 
drawn as Dale Koniecki and Brian Preiss check their sheets.  Show up to the next WACMC function and be seen on 
the scene. ÷
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WACMC Training Schedule
WACMC is holding the 
following video production 
workshops at the West Allis 
Community Media Center:
7210 W. Greenfield Ave.

Spring and Summer 
Sequences 2004 

All classes run
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Producers Class
This introductory class 
teaches the basics of planning 
a video production and 
covers the policies at the 
Media Center

Spring - Wed. May 5
Summer - Tues. July 13
   
Portable Field Production
Learn how to create video 
projects with portable 
equipment - camcorders, 
tripods, lights and 
microphones.   

Spring - Mon, Tues, Thurs, 
May 10, 11, 13
Summer - Thurs, Tues, Thurs, 
July 15, 20, 22
 
Studio Training
A hands-on class to develop 
and master studio crew 
positions, camera operation, 
audio, lights, direction, and 
computer graphics.

Spring - Tues, Wed, Mon.
June 22, 23, 28
Summer - Mon, Tues, Thurs, 
Aug. 9, 10, 12

Editing Class
Learn editing techniques, 
video and audio mixing and 
computer graphics to produce 
a coherent, effective and 
entertaining program.
(Scheduled as necessary.)

Remote Studio Class
Get acquainted with our 
remote studio, available for 
checkout!  (Scheduled as 
necessary.) Prerequisite: 
Portable & Studio Class. 

How I got my starté
In 1990 I interviewed Jonathan Katch, 
executive director of the then-WACCC, 
for the West Allis Star.  He encouraged 
me to take the training classes.  At 
the time, the cable company was in 
charge of training.  I took a few of 
them, but didnõt think the training 
was very good.  About a year later, 
in the summer of 1991, I interviewed 
Janet Omick, an active programmer 
at the time, for another Star story.  
She encouraged me to get back into 
it ð so, later that year I crewed for 
her Santa call-in show.  I loved doing 
cameras!  The rest, as they say, is 
history.  

Why I like ité
As a crew member, I like the 
teamwork.  Being a camera operator 
allowed me to use my visual mind.  
Every role Iõve played ð crew member, 
board member, committee chair, 
officer and producer ð has given me 
an opportunity to use my skills and 
develop leadership skills, too.

How òArtscapeó was borné
Mary Shanahan-Spanic approached 
me about doing a series on the arts 
in Milwaukee.  Having worked in 
public relations for several years at 
the Marcus Center for the Performing 
Arts, I had many contacts within the 
arts community.  I envisioned doing 
a talk show with local performance 
and visual artists that would combine 
an interview with an in-studio 
performance or demonstration.  TV 
is a visual medium, so I wanted to 
incorporate a visual element to make 
the interview more interesting.  I 
taped my first òArtscapeó in November 
2001 with the Boulevard Ensemble.  
Since then, Iõve produced over 20 
shows and have won six awards 
for my work from the Wisconsin 
Association of Public, Educational and 
Government Access Channels.  

My goal as host/producer of 
òArtscapeóé
The arts bring a lot of money into the 
Milwaukee area.  Since they get little, 

Producer
PROFILE

if any, attention from the mainstream 
media, I hope to bring an awareness 
of the array of arts presentations 
that are available to us here in 
southeastern Wisconsin.  Also, I try to 
make each production worthwhile for 
all involved ð in other words, I hope 
the crew, guests and ultimately, the 
audience, gets something out of the 
experience.

What Iõve learned as a produceré
òArtscapeó is a rather challenging 
show to produce because we typically 
tape it in segments ð first we do an 
interview, then we run a graphic 
telling people how to get tickets 
for a show, then we go to black to 
set up the performance or demo 
segment, then after the performance 
or demo itõs back to me for the wrap.  
Organization and visualization is key.  
Before I arrive at the studio, I always 
have a plan written on paper that I 
share with the director so he or she 
has an understanding of what weõre 
about to attempt.  Regardless of my 
pre-planning, Iõm well aware that a 
director or crew member may have a 
suggestion, so Iõm open to change.  In 
other words, Iõm open to whatever 
works to make the production a 
reality!

A future goalé
Learn how to edit! ÷

Matthew Perta
WACMC Producer, 14 years

Special thanks to Matthew Perta 
for the donation we received 
from the Carson, Pirie, Scott 

Community Service Foundaton in 
honor of his volunteer work for 

the WACMC.








