$13,500!

Together, Community Makes Fourth
Annual oLive TV Auction¢ a Success!

By Matthew Perta

By the end of the 12-hour
OLive TV  Auctiond on
Saturday evening, Nov. 16,
one thing was as clear as a
star-studded sky on a crisp
autumn night: the people had
done their thing.

Elected officials, community
leaders, volunteers of all
ages, donors from near and
far and home shoppers had
banded together. Their
support for the future of
community television in
West Allis spoke volumes.

The fourth annual oOLive
TV Auction6 benefiting the
West Allis Community Media
Center (WACMC) raised
$13,500 in cash and in-kind
donationsd an increase over
2001, according to WACMC
Executive  Director Mary
Shanahan-Spanic.

Auction 2002 also drew
more volunteers than in the
previous year. From morning
till night, volunteers & seniors,
students and all ages in
between 0 poured into the
Franklin Field House, home of
the WACMC, ready to work.
Kudos to WACMC board
member Jane Kolinski for
spending many hours during

the weeks leading up to
auction day recruiting people
to serve as on-air hosts and
phone bank operators.

Hundreds of items & some
350 in all --- were up for
bids throughout the 12-hour
auction. Items ranged from
gift certificates and household
items, to performance tickets
and cuddly toys. There
was, literally, something for
everyone. Special thanks
goes to WACMC board
member Colleen Baker for
soliciting more items than
any other auction volunteer.
Her efforts resulted in nearly
100 donations. Way to go,
Colleen!

Atthe end ofthe long cablecast,
as WACMC Acting Board
President Linda Dobrowski
and Mary Shanahan-Spanic
gathered round the remaining
volunteers and doled
out many  well-deserved
acknowledgements, the pride
was so thick in the Channel
14 studio you could reach out
and grab a piece to take home
for keeps.

The auctionis title sponsor for
the fourth consecutive year
was Tri-City National Bank. x

Youite
I nVIted tothe

21st Annual WACMC

Membership Meeting
Aprilil0%2003

Join us for a special evening

of food, recognition and good
company as we honor those who
made significant contributions

to community access TV in West
Allis during the year 2002.

This yearis annual meeting will
also include a look back on the
memorable moments from our
six years at the Franklin Field
Housed from the open house in
March 1998 to last Novemberis
oLive TV Auctiondd with a video
retrospective. Mary Shanahan-
Spanic will also be honored

for her 10 years of service

as executive director of the
WACMC.

If youire a member of the
WACMC, herefs your chance to
vote for a slate of your fellow
citizens nominated to serve on
the board of directors. All in all,
itis an evening not to be missed.

The festivities begin at 6:30 p.m.
WACMC members will receive
an official reminder in the mail.
To RSVP call the WACMC at
(414) 321-1121 by April 4, +
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Mission Statement:
The mission of the West Allis
Community Media Center is
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exchange of ideas and
information.

The Corporation provides
access to communications
technology, empowering
individuals and
organizations to work
together in strengthening
our sense of community.
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Mary Shanahan-Spanic

A Message from Our
Executive Director

Dear Members and Friends,

| have a special love of stories.
Stories about the struggles people
face, about their lives and their
dreams. Stories connect us to each
other and to those who have come
before us and those who come
after us. | have included the story
0The Two Warriorso that follows. It
seems apropos at this point in our
countries history. | hope it inspires
you as it did me.

In preparing for our annual meeting
which is coming up on April 10", |
have been reflecting on the events
of 2002. We shared so many
opportunities with each other and
with the community via Channel
14. We are so grateful to our
supporters who appeared at School
Board meetings, wrote letters and
made phone calls on our behalf.
Through our partnership, with the
WA/WM School District, we forged
many friendships and impacted the
lives of many children, teachers,
and parents. We are so proud to
have been a part of their many
inspired video endeavors. We are
obliged to the WA/WM School
Board for recognizing the valuable
contribution and unique experience
we provided the studentis over the
years of our partnership.

We are facing exciting challenges
and change as we explore every
neighborhood of West Allis searching
for a new home for the Media

The Two Warriors

Once there was a war and two armies came
together in battle. They fought from the time
the sun came up in the east till it set in the west.
When the day was at a close only two warriors
remained surrounded by their dead comrades
covered in the blood and gore of war. They
stood facing each other so exhausted from death
that they could barely move.

Finally one said, ot will do us no honor to
continue thisway. Let usresttill dawn and then
finish this fight and only one will go home6 The
other warrior agreed.

And so they took off their dented helmets and
unstrapped their shields and sheathed their
swords. They laid down among their fallen
comrades only a few feet apart from each
other. But they were so weary that they could
not sleep. The weariness that comes with too
muchkilling.

Finally one turned to the other and spoke. ol
have a son at home in my village and he plays
with a wooden sword. Someday he wants to
grow up and be like me.d The other man listened
and finally replied. ol have a daughter at home
and when | look into here eyes | see the youth
of my wife.d

The two men started to tell each other stories.
Stories of their families, their villages, their
neighbors, the old stories that they learned
at their grandparentsi knees when they were
young. All night long they told stories till the
sunstarted to creep to life in the east.

Slowly they stood and put on their helmets.
They buckled on their shields and drew their
swords. They looked deep into each otheris eyes
and slowly sheathed their swords and walked
away, each to his own home.

Grandmother always said, 0You cannot hate
someone when you know their story.6
- Dan Keding 1995

Center. In a community the size of
West Allis, community television
is a very delicate resource
that needs to be guarded and
protected. It will only continue
with vigilance and your support
both moral and financial.

Moving is going to be an expensive
venture and our resources are
limited. Please consider making
a tax deductible cash donation
to the Media Center 0Building
Fund6. We need your help now
more than ever.

| am grateful for the opportunity
to work with the residents of the
West Allis community. | am grateful

(Exec Director, Contid on Pg. 3)
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(Exec. Director, Contid from Pg. 3)
for the countless volunteers, program
producers and our dedicated staff and
board. | am grateful for people who
believe that by working together, we
can make a difference, starting in our
corner of the world. Grandma always
said, 0You cannot hate someone when
you know their story.0 Keep sharing
your stories on Channel 14!

Mary Shanahan-Spanic
Executive Director

WACMC Board News

We regret to announce that WACMC
Board President, Sue Zaffiro, has
resigned from the position for health
reasons. Suefs initial experience with
the organization was volunteering for
the first Live TV Auction. The following
spring she accepted a position on the
board of directors and served as
Board Treasurer. She was excited to be
elected President in spring, 2002. The
board regrets accepting the resignation
and wishes Sue the best of health!

We love you Sue and appreciate
everything that you have done for the
organization. Take Care of yourself!!!

Board Nominations

If you are interested in serving on
the WACMC board, contact either
Mary Shanahan-Spanic _at 321-1121
or phanahan@wacmc.ord or Linda
Dobrowski at 545-7679. A slate of
candidates will be presented at the
annual meeting on April 10, x
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Linda Dobrowski

Dobrowski Takes
over Leadership Role

Hats off to Linda Dobrowksi for
taking on the presidency in Suefs
absence. Linda has served as vice-
president of the organization for a
number of years.

She has been instrumental in securing
Tri City Bank as the lead sponsor of the
Auction for the last four years. She has
acted as auction host both on camera
and in the kitchen since itis inception
and has repeatedly demonstrated her
commitment to and concern for the
organization over the last five years.

Now Linda has graciously accepted
the official role as President and
is eager to lead us through this
evolutionary period as we search for
a new studio site. It is an exciting time
for the organization. x

WACMC 20™ Anniversary
Documentary Now Airing
on Channel 14

Be sure to tune to Channel 14 for a
45-minute  documentary chronicling
the birth, challenges and success of the
West Allis Community Media Center
(WACMC).

OWACMC: In Light of Our 20®
Anniversaryd consists of a series
of titled segments that tell of the
community media centerds rise from

(Anniversary, Contid on Pg. 6)
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Michael Averill

Dylan Engel
John Fels
Michael Foucault
Pat Hladilek
Kevin Klein
Jodi Lane
Rebecca Lussier
Thomas Miller
Linda Mohr
Anthony Paulis
Matthew Perta
James Rauth
Elizabeth Rogers
Sage Skye
Roy Staab
Rob Stukenburg
Robert Weger
Dave Wied
Adam Zettel

Joe Zieske
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Producer
PROFILE

How did you first become involved
in the West Allis Community Media
Center (WACMC)?

| saw a promo for the Video
Training Workshops that WACMC
offered on Channel 14 and,
being an amateur photographer, |
thought it would be a good way
to complement my photography
skills. So, | attended the summer
workshop in 2000, and it was a lot
more fun than Iid ever imagined.

Youlve been producing your own
cooking series, Itis Time to Cook, on
Channel 14 for more than a year now.
How did you get your own television
show started?

| was asked by a another producer
to help make dessert on his healthy
cooking show. Soon after, | was
approached with the idea of doing
my own cooking show, and thought
I would give it a try! My idea for
doing a cooking show was to show
people that they can cook healthy,
quick meals that would allow
them to sit down and enjoy new
recipes with the family. 15 episodes
later, Iive learned to coordinate
and produce the show, while also
incorporating new ideas each
month. Without my loyal, hungry,
volunteer crew, | would not be able
to continue such a successful show.

Mary, you are the type of volunteer
that makes the WACMC such a success,
always willing to help out on other
producersi shows. What benefits do
you get from not only producing your
own shows, but also from donating
many hours to help out other
producers?

I enjoy helping people. | remember
how proud | was to finish my first

Mary Roso-Moehr
WACMC Producer

show. It was such a great sense of
accomplishment. That is the reason
I like to help others, because | like
to see them have the same feeling
of accomplishment that | had
and still have when completing
a show. Itis a combination of
these things, along with a true
sense of community, that makes
volunteering at the WACMC so
rewarding.

Do you feel the WACMC is a valuable
resource for the community of West
Allis?

Where else in West Allis do people
have the opportunity to take
advantage of a great resource?
Where can they learn how to use
digital video production equipment
and facilities that would otherwise
be unavailable to the public? The
Community Bulletin Board allows
residents to be aware of whatis
going on in the community.
Channel 14 brings community
events into their homes!

Would you recommend that others
get involved with public access
television in West Allis?

Yes, if youlre considering becoming
involved with the WACMC, donit
hesitate to give it a try. | believe
that youill discover it to be very
fun and rewarding! Once you
open the doors to the West
Allis Community Media Center,
youill find a whole new world of
opportunity open up for you!
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WACMC is holding the
following video production
skills workshops at the
Franklin Field House,
1964 S. 86th street:

Spring Sequence 2003

Producers Class
This introductory class
teaches the basics of

producing a video production

at the Media Center.

Thursday, March 6th
6:30-9:30 pm

Portable Field Productio
Learn how to create video
projects with portable

equipment - cameras, tripods,

lights and microphones.

Mon., Tues., & Thurs,
March 10, 11, & 13
6:30-9:30 pm

Studio Training
A hands-on class to develop
and master studio crew

positions - camera operation,

audio, lights, direction, and
computer graphics.

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday,

April 21, 23, & 24
6:30-9:30 p.m.

Editing Class
Learn editing techniques,
video and audio mixing and

computer graphics to produce

a coherent, effective and
entertaining program.
(Scheduled as necessary.)

Remote Studio Class
Get acquainted with our
remote studio, available for
checkout! (Scheduled as
necessary.) Prerequisite:
Portable & Studio Class.
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